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lIT aspirant commits suicide
NEW DELHI, 1 OCT: An 18-year-old T aspirant was
found hanging in his rented accommodation at Kalu
Saral in Malviya Nagar area of South district on Satur-
day evening, According to police, the incident came to
light at around 5 p m when police received a PCR call.
The deceased, Puru Yogender Singh, a native of Pur-
nia district of Bihar, was living in a rented accommeo-
dation in Kalu Sarai for the past three months. The
reason behind the extreme step could not be ascer-
tained, as no suicide note has been recovered.
. According to police, Puru had come to Delhi for the
preparation of engineering entrance examination and
was enrolled in a private coaching institute. “It has
been learnt that he had qualified in the All India Engi-
neering Entrance Examination (AIEEE), but refused to
take admission as he wanted to pursue B Tech from
the prestigious IIT," said the police, adding that they
have informed his family members about the incident.
Preliminary investigations revealed that the victim
had talked to his brother over phone on Friday evening
and was active on his facebook account until 11p m,
The body has been sent for postmortem. sns
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DU innovation course finds many takers

Neha Pushkarma | T
New Delhn Delln ogyersiirs
e o0 LS I ITmova tion seemsto
have a good umber of talers. Ti
hasstarted late m the vear bat DU
has recetved nearly 1800 applica-
tloms for just d0seats,

Theoourse — BTech/BS mno-
vationwithmathematics &[T —1s
ooingto bea fouryear und ergrad-
nate programme for which an en-

tranoe test will be he ld on Septem-
ber 25 followsd by personal

nterview In its debuat year, the
conrse mopen only to the stude s
currently enrolled in DU Howev-
ar, any student. who has studied
mathemat ics i Class X1, will be
elig |l1|L-|m|]|]I"f|'u|n NeExt vear
“The responze of st lents has
been real ly oocd. We have got far
too many applications comparsd
to the number of s=ats™ said pro-
fessor Ajay Kuman dean. e
search, He ad ded: “Tt'son v forthis
year that we had invited apphea-
Hons only

v ironm DU studenits as we
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didn't have much time o haned.
Howvever: 1t will be changed from
next year” The classes for this
viear are likely to begimn from Octo-
ber 6 According to Kumar four
teachers from different oolleees
have already come on boand 1
startthe classes,

The new programme 1s part of
the 1nmovation closter being
planned by DU This programme
will be interdisciplinary and pro-
vide students with a chance o
learnhands-on.
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17-yr-old’s stick for
blind wins award

Meha Pushikarnal an

New Delhi: Shantanu Gangwar may just be
I Class XI1, but he is already showing signs
of a passionate mwentorThis week the 17-
vear-old won C8IR's Diamond Jubiles Tven-
tiom Award for the ‘smartstick” hehas devel-
opedfor the wisuallv-impaired.

Astudent of DPS RK Puram, Gangwar is
one of thetwo students who have bagoed the
honour outof 252 applicants, The other win-
ner 1s Ankit Kumar Mittal from Barnala,
Punjab, who has created a modi fied lock for
Zips,

In between preparing for exams, Gang-
wal said, “We have quite a few visually-im-
paired students in our school. T would often
see them facing difficulties in moving
around independently I was moved and
that"s when 1 decided to desien a sticlk that
could detect obstacles.”

Wiih the comviction of achieving his goal
hemadethe electronics labhissecond home.
After months of dedicated work he came up
with a stick that emits infra.red rays. The
rays get reflected when the stick approaches
an ochstacle. Four censors fitted on the stick
detect the rays and the stick vitrates to alert
the user.

Gangwar tool around six months to com-
plete hispraject spending a meagersum of Rs
70 or hissmart stick. Hehad applied for the
Douncil of Scientific and Industrial Re-
search (CSIR) award last year “Though myv
teachers were quite helpful, Tusually worked
on my own. Since I have besn passionabe
aboutelectronics since class six, [ had a fair
iea of how things work. Initially, 1 faced
problems in tuningthe censors but ] soon got
past them, " he said.

Besides keeping abreast with scientific
mventions throngh journals, Gangwar also
read about a similar project in [T Delhi —
his dream destination. “Electronics is my
passion and I want to pursue it in QT Delhi.

BOY WONDER: Shantanu Gangwar

We have never needed amechanic or an elec-
trician in the hovse 1 repair everyvthing. 1
havealso desreloped a radio, an intercom and
A metal detector in the past,” said Gangwar
whohopes tocrack LT JEE next year.

His elder brother is also pursuing indus-
trial design at LT Delhi. His father isan 1AS
officer while his mother is a professor at Al-
IV S, Onee through with his Class X1 this
soccer enthusiast wants to make his inven-
ticnavailable inthemadket Hehas twoother
mnovations already prepared for the CSIR
contest this wear though he wants to keep
them asecret.

“Tam sure this award is justa beginning.
There aremany more bocome.” hesaidwitha
faintbut confident smile.
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lITian Swamijis? Meet
The Unusual Engineers

= Ishanl Duttagupta E

Shantanu Mandan Sharma
Ti-a-T1Thns — W2 flenslo and
CrtrepremanT Bhurer Dewir - ot fast
Devmnamed an Forbes rich it of
Afbrliat. But indies jwensr kel
sehod Azderk s ek an ealoge piclies
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Why he muved away from atypleal 11T
gradcareer?

TMe el Orat i3 OT edvcazlom weas beavily
aubsbdaed e mares than GO milliau Lidl-
answhi pail brees Fleo e didoetwart
ojin ibwe LraGlicsa] corporate st ke
kL T Lans, Jurt wamald rather do soaie
thipgchrreugh which lesvanld s tack to
Hue ity

Whendd bedodl?

Even whien Le was asrudent of energy en-

Mnocrng At 165 he bnew Giat s sk
ozl b in Fhear e olalleme iy e enezmy,
A trip b dbe Duoiinlean Bepubiy during
hia decrorate studies at the Didversivy of
Marsichrarls lalped shapse hia larger o
siunoo useul E0ar eneorrmnmal Iklse

Worles atoast #arning less than his
BT dlassmates?

Fn worvies i Bls 0T INCOTRe:, B
wr, the pres ng Hsparte inmoame inTo-
din, henween e ckde aud s warrles
hirra Il Wb Le podd ane fustTat mak-
izyrUie eI s pmrcadtrg sistminablin
¢ leaeds, the curpoeede salick i [
Iy Aburuapels Lo Jol, e fecla,

How ks T trainkng helped?

Rather L O olticlal corceulio, the
Lopemeat cak eansgr fromn L weas Tor him the
lIEcerde at the Toseel. &x Rl w Tall geoesi-
durt ir his Ml year, Jue Wkeractsd with
oy of hia classmasrsand hall mates and
helped salve dillerecl probleos Uk
el wzind 1Weal bt J2ns vias ol Leicer eram-

<¢ H Harish Hangle
Social Enfrepreneur,
Mo, S5elco Solar
Wirnner of Ranoe Mags2ysay
awad fr 2011
IIT Krarsspur 1950,
Cretay Crgneering
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Teachers’ test to
follow online

AIEEE pattern

CBSE planning to hold CTET in 22 cities

NEW DELH!I: The Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion is considering conduct-
ing Central Teachers’ Eligi-
bility Test in the online
mode, after taking a deci-
sion earlier to hold All-india
Engineering Entrance Exam-
ination online from next
year.

The board’s plan is to con-
duct the all India test for teach-
ers in 22 cities-including Ban-
galore between January and
June in 2012. The pen and pa-
per test, however, will also be
conducted for those who do not
wish to take the online test.

“A process to engage an
agency, which should be based
in India and competent in un-

dertaking the project under the
board’s guidance and supervi-
sion, has already been initiat-
ed,” CBSE sources told Deccan
Herald. As a very little time re-
mained, the board wanted to
initiate the project by Novem-
ber this year, they added.

The CBSE had recently an-
nounced its decision to conduct
All India Engineering En-
france Examination online in
2012. Both of the “computer-
based professional entrance

examinations” will be conduct- -

ed online through intranet
based solutions at all the cen-
tres. A central server will be set
up at the CBSE. Data will be
transferred in encrypted for-
mat to the central server
through a safe mode. Before

the examination was conduct-
ed, arrangements will be made
to conduct a mock test to make
candidates familiar with the
system through website and at
various facilitation centres, Fa-
cilitation centres will be opened
by agency, to be chosen for
hosting the test and managing
entire delivery process.

These centres will remain
functional for at least one
month and will later be closed
at least a month before the ac-
tual conduct of the examina-
tion. The CBSE conducted the
CTET for the first time this
year. Centre has made it
mandatory for the states tore-
cruit elementary teachers
through an eligibility test.

DH News Service
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Mukundananda
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“What profiteth a man if he gain
the world, but suffer the loss of his

eternal soul”

Why he moved way from a
typleal IIT grad career?

Durlng the IIT years, many philo-
sophic gquestlons would come to
his mind. The rigorous scienbtic
educaton at IT did not address-
ing these gquestions. Later, when
he began studying MBA, he was
exposed to humanities subsjects.
However, there too, he found ne
answers. The thirst to nnderstand
the Absolute Truth increased and
he started readiog Vedic scrip-
nwes, He alsa started practising
personal spiribual sgadhana. He did
take a job, but the artificial envi-
ronment of the corpotate world
was suffacatng,

When did he move away?

After completing MBA, he worked
with the Tata Gromp only for three
mgnths. After that he decded that
he was tiet [nterested Inmaterialis-

tic achancement; his calling was io

. the spiritual feld. So he resigned

fromthe jobto take sanyas in1984.

Dd he think then he wouldbe
fosing out ona career? _
He felt that there was no shortage
of engineers atud MBAS 1n India.
Eather, there was a need in Indian
society foreducated young people
who could understand spirinaal
srience for themselves and ex-
plainl it to others. So for his cwn
fulfitment, and for the opportuni-
ty toserve God, he took sanvas.

How has the |IT fraining
helped?

The [IT education was excellent
training for the intellect to think
logically. When he preaches in
the West, a large segment of the

audlence is engineers and MBAs
from India.
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Nitin Gupta »

CEQ, Attero Recycling, an e-waste management start-up
IT-Delhi 2000, Electrical Engineering

Why he moved away fromatyp-
leal IIT grad career?

He wanted to combine his engineer-
ing skillsets and his strong environ-
mental conoern. Electronic waste

management in India was not being
addressed at all.

Whendidhedo it?,
After an MBA from the NYU Stern
School, he came back to India and

feltthe needtodo sc-meu:llng ot the

. environment.

Did he have any worries about
making less money than hisIT
classmates?

A simple powerpoint presentation
gothimn the first round of $6.3 million
venture capital funding from the
tiggest names mindustry — NEA-TUV
& DF], He had the confidentce that his

business plan was strong enough ta
be able to make money from a soctal
hy-focussed enterprise.

Does it worry him now?

There are moments when he is both-
cred about the fact that his fommer
T clazssmates ate making moch
more money than he is.

How his 0T tralning hetped?

The confidence to take the risk and
become an eniTeprensur was some-
thing that he imbibed at 'T. It came
from the safety net of an 1T degree
and the strong tetwork,

The lIT moment

When NEA-IndalUS Ventures, MD,
Kumar Shiralagl described Attera
Recycling as aresearch driven tech-

nology compuany.

Page 7 of 10

“Champions take
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Micranutrient Initiative, cﬂﬂﬁdﬁ‘lﬂf tﬂ
Dttawa, Canada H

IIT-Madras 1970, mahse rhat

Chemical Engineering — picion ™

Why hemoved away from atypical IIT grad career?

Hehad a stronginterest in technclogy development even as he start-
ed workdng in his family business In Chennal. He developed the con-
cept of double fortified salt, From the early 19805 he got seriously in-
terested in outridonal enrichmeenit of zalt and undertook short-term
assignments with UN agencies across Asia and Aftica.

Whendid hedo it?

11590, he had the opportunity to immigrate to Canada. He sold hls
interest in the salt compamy and thereafter the imsobement in ot
tor became fulltime. The Canadian government’s new Microntittd
et Tnidative appoozchaed him to head the arganisaton.

Didt he hawve any woiTles abowt making 1ess money than his
formes IIT dassmates?

Strangely, benever dd worry about the money. Heowas strongly driv-
en by what motivated him and was alzo gening frusirated by the dif-
ficulties in doing business without compromising his principles.,

I5 money a woTy now?
Having moved to Canada and headinga well- findad organisatiorn ha
makes areasonable amount of money that keeps him comfortable.

Why he diose wirition as an alternative areer?

The huge potential of tackling nutritional deficiencies, espadally In
wiomen and childrenin developing counimes, fecame his dedication
and passion as he moved into the role of an expert on the subject.

How dIdIT tralning help?

T Chenmad was a life-changing cxperienoe for him., Besides thebest
curriculum, the intense competiion armong peers also helped in
shaplng the future leaders In different walls of life. )

Page 8 of 10
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Is.theere amy senseof regret
now?

o, A sanrassl's lifeds chemast cares
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And, strength is life, weakness is death”
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Puducherry edumm used ‘proxy’ in exam?

Bosco Dominkqus | Ty

Villupuram:  Puducherry
edueatlon minister PW LKa-
Iyanasundaram, whoclabmed
ter trarre sat for the Class X sup-
plementary exam, ia now wn-
cleracluud

Taking notice of com-
plaints that the minister had
useda proxy o wr ite hisexam,
the Tamil Nadu education de-

" partment has ordered a probe,

threatening to use handwrit-
mEg exports o gondirm if the
mitister actually wrote the
test.  Kalavansuwndaram, a
school dropeut, decided o
complete his Clags X and X1T
exams alang wilth an open ur-
versity degree course, after ha
became education miniseey
On Thursday (September
), the minister claimed he

Qfficials sand they will take the
help of experts to match the
handwriting of the rminister to
that in the answarsheet

- had taken the exam in a pri-

vate echonl gt Tindlvanam in
Yillupuram district, about
125km from Chennal, to anmid
attention. But followitg alle-
gatlons that he bad engaged

another person Lo take the sel-
ence supplementary exam,
Tuamil Nadu school education
minlster © Ve Shanmugam
told TOI that if preliminacy
inguirles revedled imperson-
atlon charges, his dopartment
would hold a detalled investi-
gatton. “We will take the help
of experts to analyse the
handwriting of the minister
and potpare it with the hand-
writing in the answer sheet,”
said ShannuEam,

He added that he was in
Puducherry on Friday morn-
e when he received a call al-
leging thata Pudischerrymin-
151er haa engaged a proxy to
write the Class X supplemen-
tary exam on his behalf, ™I
was $0ld the same imperson-
atur 1s appearing for the min-
ister for siclal sclences paper

onFriday Ialertsd the disieict
educaticn olficlals te verify
the complaint, A team of offi-
cials wvisited the achwol and
found that the candidate was
absomt,” Shanmugam sald
However, Kalvanasundaram
had told TOI that while he
took the science supplamen-
fary exam ¢n Thursday last,
he could not sit for the soclal
scionge exam the followi
day as hehad to attend a medt-
ing cotwvened by Lt Governor
Igbal Singh,

Diztrict education offlcer
C Shanmugam confirmed
that the minister had ap-
peared for the exam, saying
that the photograph on the
hall ticket mpatched the candi-
datewhowrote the exam,

Kalyanasimdaram detied
the charge, “The allegation is

totadly false, The cpposition
members are jralous of my
growth in polities and are in-
tent ontarnishingmy image. ]
appeared for the exams and 1
am ready to face any inguiry
and cooperate with oficials ™
Howevet, there ia a politi-
cal abple totheissue, In Fudu-
cherry the ATADNE and the
AllIndla N B Congressled by
chief minister M Rangasamy;
had a bitter parting after the
breakaway Congress outfit
dumped its poll ally on the eve
of government formation af
ter the WMay assambly polls, A
first-time MLA, Kalyanasun-
daram was aceorded second
tank in the cabliet by the CA
#nd holds plum portfolios in-
cluding, transport, informa-
tionn  technalogy, colleglate
and schooleducation. + . -



